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Furman because Furman Matters

The right
chemistry
KEITH AND DARA EDWARDS KELLER

Renovations began this spring on the student center’s upper level.

Additions will include the Center for Study Away and International Education.

Destination Central: Trone Student Center
Imagine a Furman building that offers spectacular lakeside views
and inviting areas for lounging and relaxing — yet also serves as an
accessible, one-stop shop for a host of academic and co-curricular
opportunities. A perfect place, if you will, to integrate the university’s
social and academic endeavors.
That’s the plan for Furman’s University Center, where a $6.75 million
update, launched this spring, will transform the building into a true
campus gathering spot by drawing students in from the residence halls
and enriching the campus culture through flexible programming and
dynamic options for fun and relaxation.
A $3.5 million naming gift from trustee David Trone ’77 and his wife,
June, will enhance career-related and international programming, expand
social and dining areas, and provide more functional and innovative
work space for student groups — all of which will make the Trone Student
Center a student destination and, ultimately, will bolster recruitment
and retention.
Says Trone, “During many visits to Furman to see our daughter Julia
[a 2012 graduate], it became clear that the University Center needed
changes to be more of a central gathering place for the student body.
Rod Smolla was clear on this priority, and so June and I wanted to make
it happen for future generations of students.”
Among the building’s most prominent new features will be a two-story,
glassed-in lobby, made possible by an anonymous donor. The area, to be
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The new look will feature reimagined areas for students to linger and relax.

Naming Opportunities
known as the “campus living room,” will overlook an expanded lakeside
courtyard for performances, festivals and other major events. Inside, comfortable furniture in intimate arrangements will create cozy spots for students
to linger and relax.
As part of the redesign, International Education and Study Away, Internships and Undergraduate Research, and the (Lilly) Center for Vocational
Reflection will move into the building — further integrating academic and
co-curricular activities and making services for students more convenient.

Construction schedule:
Phase I (under way):
Renovation of upper level, including student “living room,” Student Life
area, vocational programming, Study Away and International Education.

Phase II (begins May 2013):
Renovation of lower level (Paladen, lower atrium, food court).

Phase III (contingent on funding):
Construction of sports restaurant and patio that leads to boardwalk
beside lake.

Lower level

Paladen ............................................................... $300,000

		

Sports Restaurant/Game Room.......................... $150,000		

		

Patio...................................................................... $50,000

Upper level

Career Center..................................................... $500,000

		

Student Media Suite .......................................... $250,000

		
		

Leadership, Vocational Studies
and Student Life Suite................................... $250,000

		

Boardwalk........................................................... $200,000

		

Student Organization Center............................. $200,000

		

Student Organization Patio.................................. $50,000

		

Conference Room ................................................ $50,000

		
To learn more about the Trone Student Center renovations, contact
patricia.carswell@furman.edu or visit www.becausefurmanmatters.com.

(above) graduated from Furman in 1994
with degrees in chemistry. Both went on
to earn doctorates at the University of
Virginia and to jobs in the corporate sector.
Keith now works with Milliken & Co. in
Spartanburg, S.C.
The Kellers have always valued their
Furman educations and especially the
direction and support they received from
Lon Knight, longtime chair of the chemistry
department. When they learned about the
Furman Standard, a program that advances
the university’s tradition of exceptional
mentoring by honoring influential professors
or administrators, they decided to make
a donation (matched by Milliken) that
would recognize Knight and support
Furman’s efforts to provide a permanent
fund to encourage professional growth,
research and training for faculty and staff.
The Kellers are the youngest graduates
so far to donate to the Furman Standard,
which has raised approximately $1.4 million
(toward a goal of $3 million) in honor of
21 mentors. Donors make a gift or pledge
of $25,000 or a planned gift of $100,000.
In addition to the Kellers, other recent
donors are Nick Theodore ’52, former state
legislator and lieutenant governor of South
Carolina, and his wife, Emilie, whose gift
honors John E. Johns, president of Furman
from 1976 to 1994; and Mary Seawell Metz
’58, a longtime professor and college administrator in California, whose donation honors
Alfred S. Reid, professor of English from
1955 until his death in 1976 and author of
the most recent history of the university.
Visit www.becausefurmanmatters.com to learn
more about the Furman Standard.
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